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Cwentp-Ninth Congress.

Mr. Benton’s Oregon Speceh.
In Senate, May 3, 1546,
l;ilr. BexTox ruse o addressed the Senate as ful

s:
In resuming my on this subject, [ wish to
say, Mr. President, that the bill now before the Sen-
ate is not the one recommended by the President of
the United States. He recmmended it the sover-
eignty and jurisdiction of the United States be exten-
to vur Oregon terrilory to the same extent that
Great Britain bad extended her sovereignty and juris-
diction to the same couniry. In this recommmenda-
tion [ fully concur; and 1 venture to say, that if such
a8l was brougiit in, it might pass the Senate (leav-
ing out unnecessary speeches) in as little time as it
would require to read it three times by its title. But
the Bill before the Senate is not of that charaeter. [t
* goes far beyoad the President's recommendation. It
roposes many things not found in the British act of
r&l—-things implying exclusive jurisdiction and
sovereignty on us, and that to an undefined extent of
country, and under circumstances which must immes«
diately produce hostile collisions between our agents
and the British agents on the other side of the Rocky
Mountains. ] am oppased to all thie; but [ am not
in favor of the indefinite postponement of the bill. 1
wish to see it amended and made conformable to the
President's recommnendation.  If gentlemen who have
the conduct of the measure here will bring in such
an amendment, and put it on its passage without
speeches, [ will stop my speech until it has passed.

I will now proceed to show, as well as | can, the
degree and extent of our just claims beyond the Rocky
Mountains.

To understand what I moan to say, it is necessary
to recollect the geography of the country in question,
apd see it presenling, as it does, three distinct geo-
graphical divisions, to each of which a different cluim
and a diffcrent degree of claim attaches, and which
cannot be confounded under any one general view,
without a general mystification and total confusion of
the whole sulject. The Columbia river and its valley
is one of these divisiong; the islands along the coast
is another; Frazer's river and its valley (called by
the British, New Caledonia) 1s the third. Under
shese three divisions | now propose to speak of the
country, under these divisions [ have always spoken
of it; and what I have said of one part”had no
application ®© another. When 1 spoke of the
great river of the West and its valley, either

by ite American- name of Columbia or Indian name !

of Oregongl never intended Frazer's river and
its Valley, 6r Vancouver's island, or the Gulf of
Georgia, or Desolation Sound, or Broughton's Arch.
F_speak of thg coast and the islands, I
@0 pot mead' the couting and the mountains; and
when I spesk of. Frazer's river or New Caledonia, |
do not mean mbia river. [ repudiate all such
Joose and s} vérbage; and, desiring to be un-
derstood according to my words, [ go on to speak of
the country beyoud the Rocky Mountains under the
three great geographical divisions into which nature
bas formed it, and to which political events have so
naturally adapted themselves.

I begin with the islands.

From the Straits of Fuca (in fact from Puget's
Sound) to the peninsula of Alaska—a distance of one
thousand miles—there is o net-work of islands—an
archipelago—some large, some small, chequered in
together, and covering the coast to the extent of one,
two, and even three hundred miles in front of the
continent. They are most of them of volcanic im-
pression, and separated from each other and the con-
tinent by deep bays, gulfs, and straits, and by long
deep chasms, to which navigators have given the
name of canals. This long chequerboard of islands,
and the waters which contain them, have been the
theatre of maritime discovery to many nations, and
especially Spanish, British, and Russian; but, except
the Russians, no mation made permanent settlements
on any of these isiands; and they only as low down
as latitude 55. The British and Spaniards both aban-
doned Vancouver's island after the Nootka Sound
controversy ; and from that time had no settlement of
any kind on the coast, or islands, north of Cape Men-
docino, latitude 41; and the British had none any-
where. In this state of the case the question camae
on between Russia, Great Britain and the United
States, in which the distinction between the islands
and the continent was acknowledzed by all the powers,
and Russia excluded from the continent, and confined
to the islands, because her discoveries and settlements
were not continental, but insular. The conventions

withhRussia (British and American) of 1524-5 were |

framed upon that principle; and now I proceed to
read the instructions from our government under
which this distinction between the islands and the
contivent was asserted and maintained. [ read from
Mr. Adams’s despatch to Mr. Middleton, July 224
1823;

“ It never has been admitted by the various European na-
tions which have furmed settlements in this hemisphere,
that the occupation of an island gave any claim whatever
to territorial possessions on the conlinenl to which it was
adjoining. The recognized priuciple has rather been the re-

verse; as, by the law of nature, islands must rather be —a 5% 40 map—which will show us the features of

considered as appuiienant lo coalinents, than conlinenis to
islands.”

And again, in Mr. Middleton’s communications to
the Russtan government :

“The Russians have an establishment upon the island of
Sitka, In latitude 57 degrees 30 minutes. This fort, built in
1799, wus destroyed thiee years after by the natives of the
country, and re-established in 1804, by Mr. Lisianki, who
called it New Archangel. Russia cannot, however, avail
hemsell of the circumstance of that possession to form a
foundativo for righls en the confinent, the usage of pativns
pever haviog established that the occupation of an island
cou'd give right upon a neighboring continent, The prin-
ciple iz, rather, that the islands ought to be considered as
Mﬂ:’dlnl to the conlinent, than the inverse of the proposi-
uon.

+ These were the instructions to our minister, under
which -we treated with Russia in 1824, and upon
which the conventions of that period were furmed.

They establish the fact that these island in front of |

the northewest coast were considered a separate geo-
Enphiul' division of the country, governed by national
w applicable to islands; and that discoveries among
them, even perfected by settlement, gave no claims
upon the continent. This is the way the two powers
settled with Russia. Applying the same principle to
themsélves, and no discovery of Vancouver's island,
or any of the thousand islands along that coast, can
give any territorial claims on the continent. 1 have
considered it a cardinal error, in all the recent discus-
sivns on Oregon, to bottom continegal claims upon
these insular discoveries. The Spaniards, as so well
shown in the speech of the senator from New York,
[Mr. Dix,] were the predecessors of the British in
discoveries; but I did not understand him as
claiming the continent out to the Rocky Mountains,
sad up to 54 deg. 40 min., by virtue of these mari-
time discoveries; and [ am very sure that [ limited
my own sanction of his views to the tracks of the

. ships which made the discoveries. I consider Spanish
discoveries along that coast as dominant over the
British, both for priority of date and for the spirit of

. ‘ownership in which they were made. The Spaniards
ex the country, looking after
g o extended and contiguous poesessions, and

to which no limit had ever been placed: the British
vxplored in the character of adventurers, seeking new
lands in a distant region. Neither made permanent
seitlements ; both abandoned ; and now, I see nothing,
either in the value or title of these islands, for the
pations to fight about. The principle of conve-
and matual good wiil, so magnanimously pro-
by the Alexander in 1823, scems to
be_properly applicable to these desolate islands,
valugble for harbors, which are often nothing
ic chasms, too deep for anchorage and too
pproach. In the discussions of 1524, so
ere not settled, they were considered ap-
continent, instead of the continent
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north «f it, to the gulf of Georgia, into which it falls
bebind Vumonrer’fugllnd. The wvpper part of this
river is good for pavigntion ; the lower half plunging
through volcanic chasins in mountains of rock, is
wholly uonavigable for any species of eraft. This
river was discovered by Sir Alexander Mackenz'e in

1793, was settled by the Northwest conpug“il; 1206,
and soon covered by their establishments head
to mouth. No American or Spaniard had ever left a
track upon this river or its valley. Our claim to it,
as far as | can see, rested wholly upon the treaty with
Spain of 1819; and her claim rested wholly upon
those discoveries among the islands, the value of
which, as conferring claims upon the continent, it has
been my province to show in our negotiations with
Russia in 1824. At the time that we acquired the
Spanish claim to Frazer's river, it had already been

discovered mmlry-six years by the British ; had been
settled by them for twelve years; was known by »

British name ; and 6o Spaniard bad ever made a track

on its banks. New Caledonia, or Western Caledonia,
was the pame which it then bore; and it so happens

that an American citizen, a native of Vermont, re-
spectably known to the Senators now present from
that State, and who had spent twenty years of his
life in the hyperborean regions of Northwest America,
in publishing an account of his travels and sojourn-
ings in that quarter, actually published a description
of this New Caledonia as a British province at the
very moment that we were getting it from Spain, and
wiihout (e least suspicion that it belonged to Spain !
I speak of Mr. David Harmon, whose journal of nine-
teen years' residence between latitudes 47 and 58 in
Northwestern America, was published at Andover, in
his pative State, in the year 1520, the precise year
afler we had purchased this New Caledonia from the
Spaniards. | read not from the volume itself, which
is not in the libmry of Congress, but from the London
Quarterly Review, January number, 1822, as reprint-
ed at Boston ; article Westery CaLepoNia.

“ The descent of 1he Peace river through a deep chasm in
{ the Rocky Mountains first opened a passage to the adventu-
reis above menlioned into the unexplored country behind
| them, to which they zave the name of New Caledonia—a
vame, however, which, being alieady occupied by the
| Ausiralasians, might sdvantageously be changed to that of
| Western Caledonia. This passage lies in latitude 56 degrees
| 30 minutes. Macknzie had crossed the Rocky chain many
yeas before in latitude 54} degrees, and descended a large
tiver flywing to the southwaid, named Tacoutche Tesse,
which he conceived to be the Columbia ; but it is now known
| 1o empty itsell about Birch's bay of Vancouver, in latitude
| 49 degrees ; whereas the mouth of the Columbia lies in 46
degrees 15 minutes. Another river, called the Caledonia,
{ (Frazer's river,) holding a paraliel course to the Tacoucthe
' ene,}(‘utambaa.) falls iuto the sea near the Admiralty
Inlet of Vancouver, in latitude 43 degrees, and forms a natu-
{ ral boundary beliween the new territoiy of Caledonia and
| the United States, fulling in precisely with a continued line
on the same parallel with the lake of the Woods, and leaving
about two degrees of latitude between it and the Columbia.
| Its northern boundary may be taken in latitude 57 degrees,
close to the southeinmost of the Russian selilements. The
| length, therefore, will be about 550, and the breadth, from
the mouniaios to the Pacific, from 330 to 350 geographical
miles.
“ The whole of this vast country is in fact 0 intersected
with rivers and lakes, that Mr. Harmon thinks one-sixth
pait of its suriace may be considered as water. The largest
of the latter yet visited is named Stuart’s lake, and is sup-
posed to be about 400 miles in circumference. A post has
been established on its maigin in latitude 54 degrees 30 min.
north, longitude 125 degrees west. Fifiy miles to the wesl-
ward of this is Frazer's luke, abont eizhty or ninety miles
| in circumference : here, too, a post was established in 1506,
A third, of rix'y or seven'y miles in circumflerence, has been
named McLeod’s lake, en the shore of which a furt has been
| built in latitude 53 degrees north, longitude 124 degrees west.
| The waters of this Inke fall into the Peace river; those
| flowing out of the other two are supposed lo emply them-
| selves into the Pacific, and are probably the two rivers pointed
out by Vancouver, near Point Essington, as we had occasion
to observe in a former article. The immense quanity of
saimon which annually visit these two lakes, leave no doubt
| whatever of their communication with the Pacific; and the
1abnnce of this fish from McLeod's lake, makes it almost
|n1-.un_r ceifain that its outlet 1s pot into that ocean. The
tiver flowing out of Stuart’s lake passes through the populous
tribes of the Nate-ote-lains, who say that white people come
up in large boals to irade with the A-le-nas, (4 nation
dwelling between them and the sea,) which was fully
proved by the guns,iron pots, cloth, tir and other articles
found in their possession,

** Most of the mountsins of Western Caledinia are clothed
with timber tiees lo their ve:y summits, consisting princi-
pally of spruce and other kinds of fir, birch, poplar, aspen,

- eypress, and generally speaking, all those which are found
| on the opposite side of the Rocky Mountains. The laige
| animals common to North Awerica, such as buflale, ¢lk,
moose, reindeer, bears, &e., are not numerous in this new
| territory 3 bul there is vo searcity of the beaver, olter, wol-
! werine, marten, foxes of different kinds, and the rest of the
fur animals, any more than of wolves, badgers, and pole-
cats; fowls, also, of all the descriptions found in North
America, are plentifal in Western Calodonia ; cranes visit
them in prodigious numbers, as do swans, buzzards, geese,
and docks.”

This is the account given by Mr. Harmon of New
| Caledonia, and given of it by him at the exact mo-
| ment that we were purchasing the Spanish title to it!
{ OF this Spanish title, of which the Spaniards never
| heard, the narrator seems to have been as profoundly

his description of New Caledonia as of a British

ssession, without any more reference to an adverse
title than if he had been speaking of Canada. So
much for the written description :- now let us look at
| the map, and see how it stands there. Here is a map

' the country, and the names of the settlements upon it.
Here is Frazer's river, running from 55 deg. to 49 deg..
'and here is a line of British posts upon it, from Fort
| McLeod, at its head, to Fort Langley, at its mouth,
and from Thompson's Fork, on une side, to Stuart's
Fork, on the other, And here are clusters of British
names, imposed by the British, visible every where ;

Fort George, St. James, Simpson, Thompson, Frazer, |

McLeod, Langley, and others : rivers and lakes with
the same names, and others; and here is Deserter's
creek, so named by Mackenzie, because his guide
descrted him there in July, 1793; and here is an
Indian village which he named Friendly, because the
people were the most friendly strangers that he had
ever seen; and here another called Rascals’ village,
so named by Mackenzie fifty-three years ago, because
its inhabitants were the most rascally Indians he had
ever seen; and here is the representation of that
famous boundary line 54 40, which is supposed to be
the exact boundary of American territorial rights in
that quarter, and which happens to include the whole
of New Caledonia, except McLeod's fort, and the
half of Stuart’s lake, and a spring, which is left to
the British, while we take the branch which flows
from it. This line takes in all ; rivers, lakes, forts,
and villages. See how it goes! Starting at the sea,
it gives us, by a quarter of an inch on the map, Fort
Simpson, so named after the British Governor Simp-
son, and founded by the Hudson B&Company. Upon

except it be on the assumption that our sacred right
and title being adjusted to a minute, by the aid of
| these 40 minutes, so appositely determined by the
| Emperor Paul's charter to a fur company in 1799, to
be on this straight line, the bad example of even a
slight deviation from it at the start should not be
allowed even to spare a British fort away up at Point
Mclntyre, in Chatham sound. On this principla we
can understand the inclusion, by a quarter of an inch
on the map, of this remote and isulated British post.

does as it runs, is quite intelligible : it must be on the
principle stated in one of the fifty-four-forty papers,
that Great Britain should not have one drop of our
water; therefore we divide the lake, each taking
their own share of its drops, The fate of two forts,
McLeod and St, James, so near to each other and so
far off from us, united all their lives, and now so
unexpectedly divided from each other by this line, is
comprehensible ; and I cannot account for the
difference of their fates, unless it is upon the law of
the day of judgment, when, of two men in the field,
one shall be taken the other left, and no man be able
to tell the reason why. All the rest of the inclosions
of British establishments which the line makes, from
the head to the mouth of Frazer's river, are intelligi-
ble enough : they turn uron the principle of all or
none —upon the principle that every acre and every
inch, every ]mn of sand, drop of water, and blade
rass in all Or , up to fifty-four forty, is ours !
a Tl!:uc ith:e wiﬁm 3 £ .
is is the country which gaogn and history,
five and twenty yenr: ago, called “{:h &]edonil. lrnyd
treated as a British ion; and it is the country
which an organized party among ourselves of the
present day call  the whole of Oregon or nome,”
every inch of which tlnyuyhkmg to us. 'Wcll.
us proceed a little farther with documents of
and see what the men of that day—President
roe and his cabinet—the men who had made the
th by which we became the masters of
domain : let ﬂ: little fur;hc,nd
our title up to fifty-four
) same doamt:f 1823 :
s e
_ ‘the 424 10 the 40th

questionable, being founded, first, on the acquisition by the
treaty of 224 February, 1319, of all the tights of Spaiv ; se-
cond, by the discovery «f 1he Columbia river, first from the
sea at its mowth, and then by laad by Lewis and Clarke;
and thivd, by the seitlement st its mouth in 1511, This ter-
m.z is 1o the U. Siates of an importance which no

in th Ameiica cin be of 10 any Buropean mation, not
only as it is but the eontinuity of their possessions from ihe
Atlantie to the Pacific ocean, but as it offers their inhabi
tants the means of eﬂnbl'hlihg, hereafler waler communi
tion from 1he one to the wiher.

Forry-sing, Mer. President, rorTY-NINE! 0
TUAT LINE, AND THAT FOUR YEARS AFTER THE AC-
QUISITION OF THE SPANISH CLAIM, AS OUR UNQUESTION-
ABLE ERWHT HELD TO EXTEND ; FIFTY-ONE WAS THE
HIGHEST DEBATABLE LINE NAMED, AND THAT NAMED

ON A FRINCIPLE KNOWNX TO BE ERRONEOUS, AND READY
TO BE GIVEX TP.
Again:
Myr. Adams to Mr. Rush. Same date.

“By the treaty of amity, setilement, and limits between
the United States and Spain, of 33d Febrmary, 1819, the
boundary line between them was fixed at the forty-second
dezree of latitede, from the source of the Arkansas river to
the South Sea. By which treaty the United S'ates acquiied
all the rights of Spain north of that parallel.

“The right of the United States to the Colambia river, an/
1o the interior territory washed by its waters, rests upon its
discovery from the ses and nomination by a citizen of the
United States: upon its exploration to the sea, made by
Captains Lewis and Clarke ; upon the settlement of Astoria,
made under the protection of the United States, and thus re-
siored 1o them o 1818 ; and upon this subsequent acquisi-
tion of all the rights of Spain, the only European power
who, priet to the discovery of the river, had any prelensions
lo territorial rights on the northwest coast of America.

“The waters of the Columbia 1iver extend, by the Mult-
nomah, o the 424 degree of latitude, where its source ap-
proaches within a few miles of those of the Platte and Ar-
kansas ; and by Clarke’s river to the 50th or Sist degrees of
latitude ; thence descending southward, Ull its sources al-
most inlersect those of the Missouii.

“To the teniitory thus walered, and immediately conligu-
ous to the original possessions of the United States, as first
bounded on the Mississippi, they consider their right to be
now established by all the principles which have ever been
applied to European settiements, upon the American hemis-
phere.”

This is an extract of great value, and is an am-
plification and development of the principle laid down
in the extract just read. It recites the Spanish treaty
of 1819, and claims nothing under it beyond the Co-
lumbia and its velley. To this our title is alleged to
be complete on American grounds, independent of the
treaty, namely, discovery, settlement, and coloniz -
tion by Mr. Astor under the protection of the United
States.

Aguain ¢

Myr. Adams to Mr. Rush. Same despatch.

“1f the British Northwest and Hudson Bay companies have
any posts on the coast, as suggested in 1he article in the
Quarteily Review above cited, the third article of the con-
vention of the 20th of Octuber, 1818, is applicable to them.
Mr. Middleton is authorized to propose an article of similar
import, to be inserted in a joint convention between the
United States, Great Britain, and Russia, for a term of ten
years from il# signatare. You are authorized to make the
same proposal 1o the British Government § and, with a view
to draw a definite line of demarcation for the future, to stip-
ulate that vo settlement shall hereafter be made on the
northwest coast, or on any of the islands thereto adjoining,
by Russian subjects, scuth of latitude 53; by citizens of the
United States north of latitude b1 ; or by British subjects
cither south of 51 or north of.:'a.":. ‘ _

“[| mention the latitude of 51, as the bound within which
we are willing ‘o limit the future scttlement of the United
States, because it is not to be doubled that the Columbia
river branches as far porth as 51, although it is most proba-
biy not ihe Taconeschee Tesse of Mackenzie. As, howev-
er, the line already runs in htillude 40 to the Siony moun-
taing, should it be earnestly insisted upon by Gieat Britain,
we will consent to carry it in conlinvance, on Lhe same par-
allel to the sean. Copies of this iostroction will likewi:e be
forwarded to Mr. Middleton, with whom you will fieely but

cautiously correspond on this subject, as well as in regad to

| your negotiation respecting the suppression of the slave

trade.”
Four things must strike the attention in this ex-

tract: 1. The offer of a partnership to the Emperor
Alexander, which he wisely refused.

permanent northern boundary. 4. The offer of 51 to
her as a permanent southern boundary, and its offer
on a principle not wvalid, with the alternative to fall
back upon the line of 49. The British, who know all
this, and a great deal more, must be astonished at
our fifty-four forty war fever of to-day !
Again:
Mr. Rush to Mr. Adams.
Loxpox, December 22, 1523,

“In an interview I had with Mr. Canning®last week, |
made known to him, as preparaloiy to the mnegotiation, the
views of our government relative to the northwest coast of

America. These, as you kovw, are s

“First. That as regards the country westward of the
Rocky Mountains, the three powers, viz: Great Biitain, the
United States, and Russia, should jointly agiee to a conven-
tion, fo be in force ten years, similar in ils nature to the

| third article of the convention of October, 1818, now sub- |

sisting between the two former powers ; and, secondly, that
| the United States would stipulate not fo make any settle-

1 | ignorant as the Spaniards were themselves ; and made | ments on that coast north of the fifty-first degree of latitade

| provided Great Britain would stipulate not to make any south

of 51 degrees or norih of 55 degrees, and Russia not to

make any south of 55 degrees.
“Mr. Canning expiressed po opinion on the sbove proposi-
| tions further than 1o hint, under bis first impressions, strong

| objections to the one which goes to limit Great Britain north- |

wards to 55 degrees. His olject in wishing to learn from
me our propositions at this point of time, was, 3s | under-
stood, that he might better write to Sir Charles Bagut on the
whole subjeet to which they relate.”

Again:
Same to same, December 19, 1823,

“And sccondly, that the United States were willing to
stipulate to make no settlements north of the 5ist degree of
| notth latitude on that coast, provided Great Britain stipulated
to make pone south of 51 or morth of 55; avd Nussia to
make none south of 55.”

Again :

|

Same to same, same dale.

“That they (the United States) were willing, however,
| waiving for the present the full advantage of these claims,
to forbear all settlements north of 51, as that limit might be
! sufficient to give them the benefit of all the walers of the
Columbia river ; but that they would expect Great Britain
to abstain from coming soulh of that limit or going above
55 ; the latter parailel being taken as that beyond which it
| was not imagined that she had any actua] settlements.”

On Friday, Mr. President, | read one passage from
the documents of 1823, to let you see that filty-four
forty (for that is the true reading of fifty-five) had
been offered to Great Britain for ber northern boun-
dary ; to-day, I read you six passages from the same

mark once more—the remark will bear eternal repeti-
tion—these offers were made by the men who had
acquired the Spanish title to Oregon; and who must
be presumed to know as much about it as those whose

what principle we take this British fort I know not— |
| from the area of its promul

| They did so on the intelligible principle that the Brit-

The cutting in two of Stuart's lake, which the line |

acquaintance with Oregon dates from the epoch of

the Baltimore convention—whose love for it dutes

tion as a party walch-

word—whose knowledge oFuit extends to the lumi-
nous pages of Mr. Greenhow's book !

Six times Mr. Monrve and his cabinet renounced

Frazer's river and its valley, and left it to the British.

ish had discovered it, and settled it, and were in the
actual possession of it when we got the Spanish
claim ; which claim Spain never made! Upon this
principle New Caledonia was left to the British in
1823. Upon what principle is it claimed now ?
This is what Mr. Monroe and his cabinet thought

of our title to the whole of Oregon or none, in the
year 1823. They took neither branch of this proposi-
tion. They did not go for all or none, bot for some !
They took some, and left some ; and they divided by
a line right in itself, and convenient in itself, and
mutually suitable to each party., This President and
his cabinet carry their “unquestionable right" to Ore-
gon as far as forty-nine and no forther. This is ex-
actly what was done six years before. Mr. Gallatio
and Mr. Rush offered the same line as being the con-
tinuation of the line of Utrecht, (describing it by that
name in their despatch =f October 20th, I1818,) and as
covering the valley of the Columbia river, to which
tiey alledged our title to be indisputable, Mr. Jel-
ferson had offered the same line in 1807. All these
offers leave leave Frazer's river and its valley to the
British, because they discovered and settled it. All
these offers hold on to the Columbia river and its val.
Jey, because we discovered and settled it; and all
these oifiers let the principle of contiguity or continui-
ty work equally on the British as on the American
rgide of the line of Utrecht. -

This is what the statesmen did who made the ac-
uisition of the Spanish claim to Oregon in 1819. In
vur years afterwards had freely offered all north

of forty-nine to Great Britain; and mo one ever
thought of arraigning them for it. Most of these
statesmen have h trials since, and
been fiercely assailed on all the deeds of their lives;
but I never heard of one of them being called to ac-
count, much less lose an election, fur the part he acted
in offering &wtr-nirm to Great Bjrituin in lg?; or at

other time. For m thought were
righ think so u{rpin'-u Senator then as [

possession |

documents to show the same thing. And let me re-|

belonged to the British ; and thinking eo still, and
acting upon the first half of the great maxim—ask
nothing but what is fight—1I shall not ask them for it,
much less fight them for it now.

I come now to the third geographical division of
the contested country, purposely reserved for the last,
because it furnishes the subject for the application of
| the secund half of the great maxim—submit to noth-
ing that is wrong. | come to the river Columbia,
‘and its vast and magnificent valley. I once made a
description of it, with an anathema against its aliena-
tion. I described it by metes and bounds—-b; marks
and features—and then wrote its name in its face.
The fifty-four fortics got hold of my description—
rubbed out the name—obliterated the features—ex-
panded the boundaries—took in New Caledonia, and
all the rivers, lakes, bays, sounds, islands, valleys,
forts, and settlements, all the way wp to fifty-four
foﬂry ! and then turned my own anathema against my-
self, because their minds could not apply words to
things. Well! I take no offence at this. There are
some people 100 simclc to get argry with. All we
do with them in the West, is to have them *“‘cut for
the simples,” afier which they are cured. They can
perform this operation for themselves, or have it dune.
If by themselyes, all they have to do is to rub their
eyes, and read again ; if by others, the operator must
read, and caution the listening patient to stick the
word to the lh'mF.

The valley of the Columbia is ours: ours by dis-
covery, by settlement, and by the treaty of Utrechi!
and has too often, been so admitted to Great Britain
to admit to her disputing it now. 1 do not plead her
title to that great country. [ did that twenty years
ago, when there were few to repeat or applavd
what | said. I passed the ground which I trod so
long ago, and which has been again so much trodden
of late and take up the question at a fresh place—the
admissions of Great Britain! and show that she has
concluded by her own acts and words from ever set-
ting up any claim to the river and valley of the Co-
lumbia, or to any part of the territory south of the
49th degree, :

I begin with Mr. Astor’s settlement on the Colum-
bia, and rest upou it as a corner-stone in this new ed-
ifice of argument against Great Britain. What was
that settlement ! Not a mere trading post, for tem-
porary traffic, down in a corner, and without the know-
ledge of nations, or the sanction of his own govern-
ment. On the contrary, it was the foundation of a
colony, and the occupation of the whole valley of the
Columbia, and the establishment of a commercial
emporium, of which the mouth of the river was the
seat, and the Rocky mountains on one hand and east-
|ern Asia on the other were the outposts. Great Br.ih
lain saw it without objection—the United States with
| approbation ; and every circumstance which proclaim-
ed and legitimated a national uvadertaking signalized
and commemorated its commencement, existence, and
overthrow.

miles, and cast anchor upon the left ban
a deep bay. He there drew up 2
covered of this siver and of the veigh

at the entrance of
boring country ; and,
after having trafficked with the patives, (the object for
which he came upop these coasts,) he regained the sea; and
n::ﬂn met Captain Vancouver, who was sailing gnder the
o1 of the British government in search of discovenes.—
Captain Gray made known to him the discovery which he
bad mude, and even communicated the chart of it which bhe
had drawn up. Vancouver sent kis first Jieutenant, Brufﬁ
ten, who ascended the river 1135 miles; took possession of It
in the pame of his Britanic majesty ; gave it the bame of
Columbia, and to the bay where Giay bad stopped, the pame
of Gray's bay. ®ince this period the country has beea much
frequented, especislly by Americans.™

This brief and plain account of the discovery of
the Columbia is valuable for showing : first, that we
discovered the river; secondly, that we showed it to
British navigators ; and, thirdly, that one of those to
whom we showed it immediately claimed it as Brit-
ish property. We shall soon see that the British

government, or its agents in these parts, the North-
weet Company, gave no attention 10 this claim of Mr.
Broughton, so little creditable to his candor and jus-

tice. Vancouver, like a man of honor, never claimed
Capt. Gray's discovery, but assigned to him the en-
tire cosddit of it, with thanks for his communication of

it to himself.

The design of Mr. Astor's establishment is thus
spoken of ; .

“ Mr. John Jacob Astor, meichant of New York, who car-
ried on alone the trade in furs (o the south of the great
Lakes Huron and Superior, and who had scquired by this
commerce a prodigious fortuune, believed he could yet aug-
ment this fortune by forming, on the banks of the Columbia,
ab establishment, of which the entrepot should be at its
mouth. He communicated his views o the agents of the
Noithwest Company; be wished even to make this estab-
lishment in conceit with them ; but, after some negotiations,
the wintering pariners (les proprietaires hivernanis) baving
rejected bis propositions, Mr. Astor determined to make the
atterapt alove. It was essential to his success that he
should have persons along accustomed to trade with the In-
dians, and he did pot delay to find them. Mr. Alex-
ander McKay, (the same who accompanied Sir Alexander
Mackenzie in his voyages ) a man bold and enterprising,
joined him ; and, soon after, Messrs. Duscan, McDougall,
Donald Mackenzie, (heretofore in the service of the North-
west Company,) David Stuart, and Robert Stuart, all of
Canada, did the same. Finally, in the winter of 1810, Mz,
Wilson Price Hunt, of St. Louis, on the Mississippi, having
also joined them, they determined that the expedition should
take place the following spring.”

This shows a direct communication of Mr. Astor’s
design to the Northwest Company, and of their refu-
sal tu act in concert with him, because of the Amer-
ican®haracter of the enterprise; also the reason why
he employed many Canadians in his service. It was
for the sake of having experienced traders to assist in
conducting his business. It shows also that, among
other Canadian gentlemen, he had employed Mr. Al-
exander McKay, the fuithful companion of Sir Alex-|
ander Mackenzie in his expedition to the Pacific ocean
in 1793. This geotleman knew where Mackenzie's |
discoveries were, and whether Mr. Astor was about

*1

[t was in the year 1310—four years afier the re-
turn of Lewis and Clarke's expedition—that Mr.
Astor, with the enlarged and comprehensive views of
a **merchant prince,” prujected from the eastern
shore of the Atlantic this great establishment on the
castern coasl of the Pacific ocean. A ship command-
ed by an officer of the United States navy, freighted
with everything recessary fi
colony, sailed from New York to double Cape Horn:
an overland expedition of ninety men, led by a gen-
tleman of New Jersey, proceeded from St. Louis to
cross the Rocky mountains. [n the spring of 1811,
the two expeditions met at the nlm:th of the Colum-
bia, and immediately proceeded to fulfil the intentions
of the bold projector of the enterprise. Astoria was
founded : its dependent posts, the Okenakan, was es-
tablished six hundred mules up the river: the Spoken,
‘ another dependent, was established two hundred miles
| higher up, and at the base of the mountains: = third,
{ the W

Parties o

earrying up merchandise and bringing down fars, had
their regular arrival and departure from Astoria.—
Two more ships arrived from New York. Canton,
the Sandwich islands, New Archangel, the cozst of
California, were visited by Mr. Astor’s ehips. The
Pacific Fur Company was in full tide of success.—
Astoria became the centre of an extended trade; her
name beecame known to the world. This was notice
'to the world that an American colony was being
| founded on the Columbia, and po power in the wide
world objected to it. It was befure the Spanish
treaty of 1819, and Spain did vot object. It was af-
| ter all the pretended claims of Great Britain, as now
set up, and she did not object. Special notice had
previously been given to the minister of Great Brit-
ain, and he had nothing to say against it. Special
notice had already been given to the Northwest Com-
pany, and they invited to join in the enterprise as
traders, which they refused to do, because it was
an American enterprise. Far from objecting to the
settlement, they sent a sgccinl agent across the con-
tinent to stipulate with M1, Astor's agents that they
should confine themselves 1o the valley of the Colum-
bia, which arrangement was made. Special notice
| was given to our government, its sanction obtained,
|and its protection solicited; and if protection, in the
| full sense of the word, was not promised, it was be-
cause it was felt to be impossible to send troops and
ships there, in the event of the war, to prevent its
| falling into the bands of the British; but that it was
to be protected, in the general sense of the word, was
promised, as was proved at Ghent when peace came
to be made.

Two years passed off this way; Great Britain
made no objection ; her agent, the northwest Company,
agreed to our occupation of the whole valley ; and ac-

quiesence, under these circumstances, becomes an ad-
| mission of American title which forever closes the
mouth of Great Britain.

In this manner the Columbia was settled by Mr.
Astor; in this manner it was held by him for two

jears. Now for the manner in which it fell into the
ands of Great Britain. Two years had elapsed from
the time of the foundation of Astoria, when intelli-
gence arrived at that place with the news of war be-
| tween the United States and Great Britain, and in-
formation of a departure of a ship of war from Lon-
| don to join the squadron under Commodore Hillyar, in
| the Pacific ocean, and proceed to capture Astoria as
{an important American colony. At the same time
time several partners of the Northwest Company ar-
rived at Astoria, confirmed the information of the
British designs on the post, and offered to purchase all
| the stock on hand, goods and furs, of Mr. Astor, as
| the only means of preventing them from becoming a
prize to a British squadron. The agents of Mr. As-
tor sold under his duresse, receiving the fourth or
fifth part of what the properly was worth. Soon after
a ship of war from Commodore Hillyar's squadron ar-
rived, took possession of the post without opposition,
but with all the formalities of a British conguest, and
with great chagrin to the officers at the loss of their
expected booty. This is the manner in which the
British got possession of Astoria, and with it the
whole valley of the Columbia. As a British conqgnest
they took it; as such they agreed to restore it under
the treaty of Ghent. And thus, as the settlement of
Astorig, and the occupation of the whole valley of
the Columbia, the British government, by its silent
acquiescence, admitted our unguestionable right to it.
By seizing it as a British conquest, they admitted our
right again. By agreeing to restore it under the
treaty of Ghent, they admitted it a third time—three
times in five years ; and this ought to be enough, in
all conscience, to preclude present claims, founded on
previous stale -nf vague pretensions.

Now for the proof of all that I have said.

I happen to have in my possession the book, of all
others, which gives the fullest and most authentic
details on all the points I have mentioned, and
written at a time a.mruuder circumstances when the
author (himself a British subject, and familiar on the
Columbia) had no more idea that the British would
lay elaim to that river than Mr. Harmoun, the Ameri-
can writer whom 1 quoted, ever thought of our claim-
ing New Caledonia. It is the work of Mr. Fran-
clére, a gentleman of Montreal, with whom I had
the pleasure to be personally acquainted, and one of
those employed by Mr. Astor in founding his colony.
He was at the founding of Astoria; at the sale to the
Northwest Company; saw the place seized as a
British conquest; and remained three years after-
wards in the country, in the service of the Northwest
Company. He wrote in French; his work bas not
been done into English, though it well deserves it,
and | read it from the French text. He first gives
a brief and true account of the discovery the
Columbia. He says:

“ In 1792, Captain Gray,commsnded ths ship Columbia of

Boston, discovered the entrance of a ! bay in 46 degrees
| 19 minutes of north latitude, He entered it; and finding,

to trespass upon them. This, then, was the time to
speak : on the contrary, the companion of Mackenzie
goes on to assist in laying the fonudation of the Amer-
ican colony on the Columbia !

Mr. Francliére proceeds :

“ 1t is well to state that, during our sojourn in New York,

and before leaving that city, Mr. McKay, believed i* wonld
. be prudent to see Mr. Jickson the minister p‘.empt-ienlmly1

two powers; intimating 1o him that we were all British sub-
jecls, and that we were going to trade under the American

flag. After some moments reflection, Mr. Jackson said to

| him * that we are going to form a mereantile esiablish-
ment atl the risk of our lives; that all he could promise us

was, that ia cate of a war between the two powers, we

should be respected as British subject and traders.” Thisan-
swer appeared satisfactory, and Mrs. McKay belicved he had

'nothing more to feas fiom that quarter.”

| This was in the year 1810—seventeen years after
|the discoveries of Mackenzie, and eight years afier

name of his Britannic majesty ; and at this titne the

| Columbia, has not a word to say against it. Up to
| that time it had not occurred to the British govern-
ment that the Columbia river was theirs.

{ Concluded in our nerxt. )

The precise position of the Gulf Squadron, atevery
moment, is becoming more and more interesting. At
| our last accounts the frigates Cumberland and Poto-

mac, and the sloop of war John Adams, were at Pen-
sacola. The brigs Somers and Lawrence were off the
Rio Grande.

The rest of the vessels, comprising the Gulf Squad-
ron, have been dispersed to the various points where
' they can render the best service in blockading.
| The steamer Mississippi, the frigate Raritan and

the sloop Falmouth, are at Vera Cruz, being in the
aggregate a force of eighty-four guns and about nine
hundred men and officers.
| The St. Marys, 22 guns is off Tampico.
| The John Adams, now at Pensacola, will fill up
with water and provisions and return for service on
the coast.

It is presumed that the brig Somers will be station-
ed off the mouth of some of the rivers, perhaps the
Alvarado.

The Lawrence will remain off the Rio Grande,
| where she has been at anchor for the last fifty days.
The Porpoise is supposed to be stilf at St. Domingo.
Sach is the present and prospective disposition of |
| the Squadron, according to current report. It is not |
believed the Squadron, as at present constituted, will |
attempt any offensive operations beyond a blockade.
The whole force concentrated is deemed altogether |
inadequate to a successful attack on the defences of|
Vera Cruz. Not one of the vessels can pass the bar
of Tampico. No person would deem it advisable to
attempt to carry that place in open boats, unsuppor-
ted by battery. A fleet of gun boats or armed vessels
of light draught would be absolutely necessary.

The following is said to be a correct statement of
the whole naval furce in the Gulf:

Class. G uns.
Three Frigates, 156
Three Sloops, 66
Oue Steamer, 10
One Steamer, 10
Three Brigs, 30

Eleven vessels, 202 20681 |

The aggregate of the crews of these vessels is full
one-third of our whole naval force, as restricted by |
law to 7,500 scaman, &c., and it is obvious that eleven |
vessels is a force quite inadequate for the service of |
the Gulf under present exigencies.

ProcramaTioN oF Brockape.—In virtue of authori- |
ty vested in me by the Government of the United
States of America, [ hereby declare the Ports of Vera
Cruz, Alvarado, Tampico and Matamoras, in the Re-
public of Mexico, to be in a state of rigorous Block-
ade by the ships and vessels under my command.

The blockade will be extended to the remaining
Ports and Rivers of that Republic on the Gulf of Mex-
ico, a8 soon as circumstances will permit—of which
due notice will be given.

This Proclamation is made for the information of all
concerned ; and a copy of the Instructions given to
the Blockading Squadron, is annexed.

Given under my hand this fourteenth day of May,
A. D. 1840, on board the U. S. ship Cumberland, off

Brazos Santiago.
(Signed) D. CONNER,
Commanding U. S. Home Squadron.

(£~ Instructions tobe observed by the officerscom-
manding vessels of the Home Squadron, in enforcing
the Blockadg of Ports of the east coast of Mexico:

Ist. No heutral vessel proceeding towards the en-
trance of the blockaded port shall be captured or de-
tained, if she shall not previously have received from
one of the Blockading Squadron a special notification
of the existence of the blockade. This notification
shall be moreover inserted in writing on the muster-
roll of the neutral vessel by the cruizer which weets
her, and it shall contain the anuouncement together
with statements of the day and the latitude in which
it was made,

2d4. Neutral vessels which may be already in the
Port before the blockade of it, shall have full liberty
to depart, with or without cargo, during fifteen days
after that upon which the blockade is established,
3d. The Ports of Vera €Cruz and Tampico will re-
main eatirely free for the entrance and departure of
neutral non-commercial mail packets. -
Mexican boats enga exclusively in fishing on
any part of the coast, will be allowed to pursue their
hl;:‘ o 1 flag of ¥
In its t political condition, the flag uca-
tan is'%o be respected. i

2" D. CONNER,

« Home Squadron. - |

Crew, |
1440
600

166 ‘

240

|

U, 8. ship
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with them that New Caledonia

by the fresh water which he found at a little distance fiom
its mouth, that it was a large river, be ascended it cighteen

Cumberland, off Brazos or Miky

14, 1546,

Rl

o

the 20th.

citizens were to leave by the 26th. On that da

sippi.

|

ferred to Commaodore Stri
to be fitted immediately for service. The two steam-
ers of war also are under rapid equipment, for the
same service; tHey are to be commanded by Comman-
ders Tattnol and Sands.

have been appointed to su
der of the Nav

NEWS FROM MEXICO.

Blockade of Vera Cruz—More Revolls— More Pro-

nunciamentos— Inirigues of lhose who have place,
to relain il—Plats among those who have nol, lo
oblain it— Low state of public morals in high places
#—The War continued, &c.

By the arrival of the bark Louismana, st New

: Orleans from Vera Cruz, we have news from the latter

place to the 25th ult. It is important. The war is
to be continued. Mexico will do her best.

The Louisiana sasiled in compan) with the Helen
cLeod, leaving no American vessels in port. The brig
tersburgh, for New York, got away on the 20th.

The blockade of the of Vera Cruz commenced on
Fifteen days were allowed to all peutral
vessols in port to load and depart.

By orders from the Mexican government the American
Consul's office was to be closed, and he and all American
the
Consul expected 10 go on board the steam frigate Missis-
Tlus frignte and the Raritan were at anchor off
Vers Cruz on the 25th, and the sioop of war Falmouth
was lying off the port.

On_the 20th news reached Vera Cruz that Mazatlan
and Tepic had promounced in favor of Santa Anna.
Gen. Alvarez was still carrying on his hostile operations
in the south part of the department of Mexico.

A report was in circalation that Gen. Paredes intended
to leave the city of Mexico at the head of more troops
to reinforce the army of the North.

The animosity existing inst the Americans has
been violently increased by the news of the two actions
of the Sth and 9ih ult

The enormous lorced loans which the government bhad
imposed vpon the clergy, the latter had declared itselfl
totally unable 10 meet. The Metropolitan church was
ordered to furnish a subsidy of $08.000 per month ; the
church of Michoacan §35.9000—of Puoebla $40.000—of
Guadalajara §20,000—of Durango 15,000, and of Oajsca
g-'_'.[)OO. These great sums per month show that the

resident is determined 10 prosecute the war with energy.
He will never be able to collect such loans.

Signor Gomez Farios, so well known here, has been
arrested by the Government.

Gen. Almonte has made a formal resignation of his
mission to France,

In regard to the reports as to Paredes putting himself
at the head of the ssmy, El Republicano says it is un-
certain whether he will repsir 1o the Rio Grande or to
Vera Cruz, but that he will leave the capital as soon as
Congress assembles,

Full accounts of the disastrous actions of the Sth and
Oth had reachad the capital, and appeared in ghe official
journal. They are more accurate Ey far than Mexican
bulletins generally, and do credit to Arista. The news
was reeeived with profound regret, but with an apparent
determination to fight the war out.

They claim posttively that the nuomber of the killed
and wounded on the part of the Americans was more
considerable than that of the Mexicans. Gen. Arista
sets down the force of the Mexicans in the action of the
Bth at 3000 men and (welve pieces of arullery; our num-
bers are stated to have been 3000 men, more or less, with
great superiority in artillery. Thbe destruction by our
artillery is represented to have been severe. Over 3000
shots are said to have been fired at the Mexicans by our

| artillery, between 2 o'clock, P. M_, and 7 in the evening,

when the battle closed. The Mexicans in the same time
discharged 750 shots from their artillery. The Mexican
loss on the Sith is set down at 352 killedj#ounded, snd
rmaamf—and they claim to have retained possession of
the field of battle.

We have not the description of the action of the 8th

yr the foundation of a | of his Britannic Majesty, in order to iuform him of the ob- | by Gen. Arista, but we bave by a journal friendly to
ject for which he was about to embark, and to ask his advice |
1as to what he should do in esse of a rupture between the | forced, notwithstanding the repeatad charges of the Mex-

him. His position is ﬂ'puirnlrd 1o have been gallanily

ican cavalry, the last of which was headed by Arista in
ipvrlun, and during which they actually « eut to pieces

two entire companies of the Americans.” The loss of
| the Americans is still represented as superior to that of
| the Mexicans.

The papers make very patriotic appeals to all good
| citizens to come up to the 1escue of the country. Even
| El Republicano claims that “ the President in making
I and will make vew efforts, as great as the emergency re-
quires.” It urges all to make the sacrifices which will
{ be demanded, and appeals to the Congress ahout to be

ahlamath, was established upon the river of that | M. Broughton tovk possesston of the Columbia in the | assembled to sustain the war at every possible hazard.
2. The offer nﬁnnm-_‘, 250 miles soulheast of Asloria. i -

the same to Great Britain, which she sagaciously ac-| traders and hunters covered all the waters of the Co-| minister of Great Britain, on 2 special communica-
cepted. 3. The offer of 55 to Great Britain as her | lumbia river from head to mouth ; fleets of batteaus, | tion made to him of Mr. Astor's design 1o occupy the

It recommends the putting aside of personal dissentions,
and denounces those who would resort to foreign inter-
yention to btlﬂs lbl‘lu\ a P(’nt’!.

El Republicano praises Arista for the personal gallantry
he displayed in action, and yet hopes 1o see his name
associated with victories. “The General who has fought
valiantly with the foreign enemies of his country, has a
solid title to the love of his fellow citizens.”

In regard to the loan attempted to be rmsed from the
clergy of Mexico, we have the official letter of the Min-
ister of the Treasury, Senor lturbe, dated the 13th, before
|the news of the actions of the Sth and Oth could have
| been received. It sets forth the grievous necessity of
money for the war, and urges the duty of the clergy to
submit to the hardships forced upon all by the national
calamities. He tells the Archbishop that the Govern-
ment has appropriated all revenues whieh were mort-
gaged, suspending without exception all payments to its
creditors ; that it withheld a fourth part of the salaries of
its employees; that all classes were called upon to make
sacrifices, and the clergy must not be exempt. He then
calls for a loan of §2 400,000, payable in twelve monthly
instalments, commencing the 30th June. The Arch-
bishop is called vpon 10 partition the loan among the
various bodies of the clergy. On the 15th the Arch-
bishop replied that he bad summoned an ecclesiastio
convention to meet that morning, before whom 1he
matter would be laid; and that he would co-operate to
the extent of his powers “in a war in which were st
stake the two precious objects of Mexicans, its indepen-
dence and its religion.”

The next we learn of the loan is the announcement in
El Republicano, of the 2ist, that the Metropolitan
churches could not contribute the $98000 a month
allotied to them, as the total of their revenuves will fall
short of that sum. Thesame paper states that the col-
lection of such sums as are assigned tv the other churches
s utterly impracticable in the present ruinous state of
tithes and the general depreciation of ecclesiastical pro-
perty. ‘This disappointment will prove, according to all
accounts, very injurious o the Government. The wealth
of the clergy had been relied upon ss the ultimate re-
source of the Government in its emergencies. Whet
the disappointment will be total, however, we are 0o
little informed 1o pronounde. If it be, it will prove fatal
to the administration of Paredes.

The garrison of Tepic had pronounced inst the

vernment, but according to the Diario it had marched

irectly into Sinaloa, because the citizens of Tepic had
refused to take part in the movement. Tepic is a town
in Gaudalsjara, only a few miles from the port of San
Blas. As the report of an insurrection at Mazatlan
reached us at the same time as the action at the garrison
at San Blas, we infer that the movement was a concerted
one, and that a formidable rebellion may reasonably be
expected in Sonora.

he disturbances in the south of Mexzico are attributed
by the different journals to different causes. According
to some it is but a war of castes; according to others,
the gritap.~ for federalism and Santa Anna. any have
been arrested on suspicion of being implicated 10 the dis-
sensions, and that they are of a very grave nature, thero
can be no doubt. That it is connected with some gen-
eral plan which is by degrees developing itsell in those
Depattments of Mexico lying on the Pacific, we thivk is
a reasonable conclusion. Of the nature of it, the Mexi-
can papers leave us in the dark. The secizure of the
srmament which was destined for California, was uo
doubt one of the ramifications of extensive combinatious.

In the papers of the 21st May is annoonced the arrest
of six eminent citizens of Mexico, with a view to an ex-
amination of their private correspondence by the Govém-
ment. The measure is denounced as a tyrannical one in
itself, snd particularly n a time when the Government
should strive to conciliate the sympathies of all classes.
The papers of an earlier date contsin the names of the
fnniu suspended and arrested, or ordessd 10 be arrested.

ntercepted cnrm{mndence of Alvarez had led to many
of these arrests. We cannot pretend (o give the names
of the parties, but the number of them proves the extent
of the dissatisfaction with the admimstration,

Letters have been received in Mexico from Chihuahua
announcing that two American officers had presented
themselves near a presidial garrison several from
the enty of Chi!nut . and having encoun a soldier
of the garrison, they obtained from him a minute account
of the force which was maintsined there, and how many
inhabitants snd soldiers could be drawn from the Depart.
ment to defend the city. Upon letving him they made
him lramiq, and announced that they would return in

ob

a few days with a strong force. We find these details in
El Republicano.

La Vez de Michoacan says that Gen. Hernandez did
actually attempt to revolutionize that De under
orders from Gen Alvarez, but that he failed and was taken
prisoner, and sent to Mexico. The previous was

that he was convineced of his error and bad voluntarnily
given in his adhesion to the Central Government.

Navar.—The three schooners purchased by Com-

modore Perry, for the government, viz, the Petrel,

Barita and Reefer—to be éommanded by commanders
Purviance, Shaw and Sterrett—were on Friday trans-
ngham, of the Navy Yard,

The Sun says that Capt. Isaac McKeever is said to
the present comman-
Yard at lyn.

war Albany will be ready to launch
y. She is said to be one of the most

Il!."f:,a&.ml

beautiful models ever constructed in the navy.

The Cumberland and Potomac arrrved at

frigates
Penracola on Friday week last. Officers and crew all
'dl‘_Nl Yi J*“‘_




